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HONORING  
RICHARD D. ROCKWELL 

With Peconic Ballet Theatre 



Thank you to  

Andre Alexandre & Ebony Smith  

& all the staff  

at Eight Bells IRA & 

The Riverhead Day Hab Program 

 

 

 

With love  

from Thomas Weinbaum 



WWW.MAXMORAN .COM  



2017 Gala Committee 

6:00—7:30 p.m.   Cocktails & Hors D’oeuvres 

7:30 p.m. Dancing in The Ballroom & Dinner Orders 

8:30 p.m. Dinner Served 

8:40 p.m.    Opening Remarks 
 Awards 
 Performances: 

EEDA’s Creative Arts Program 
Peconic Ballet Theatre Dance Company 

9:00—11:00 p.m. Dancing & Dessert 

9:30 p.m. Auctions Close 

 

Diane Arpaia Christiana Bitonti 

Timothy Ealy George Fertal 

Sandy Gannon Jeremy Grand 

Matthew Kuriloff Barbara Porcella 

Lyly Rockwell Georgene Shanahan 

Schedule of Events 

Chairperson: 
Matthew Kuriloff, Manager of Development & Advocacy 



Benefactor 
 

Mr. Richard and Mrs. Lyly Rockwell 
 

Dr. Fredric & Mrs. Susannah Weinbaum 

 

Patron 
Bradley & Parker Insurance 
New York Community Bank 

 

Donor 
U.S. Air Tool Company 

 

Friend 
The McCarrick Family    
People’s United Bank 

Toshiba Business Solutions 
 

Music 
DJ by DMayo Productions sponsored by Lyly Rockwell 

 

Centerpieces 
Centerpieces Sponsored and Designed by Diane Arpaia 

with the assistance of Georgene Shanahan 
& the Creative Arts Program 

Auction Baskets donated by  The Rockwell Family,  
Georgene Shanahan, PSEG-LI, Sally Easter & Diane Arpaia. 

Generous Sponsors 
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RICHARD D. ROCKWELL 

Mr. Richard D. Rockwell has been a friend to 

EEDA since its start in the nineteen- nighties. 

When his son Richard was ready to move from 
the Children’s School at DDI he contacted 

EEDA.  Mr. Rockwell supported EEDA’s 

residential programs’ humble beginnings by 

purchasing our first group home. Doing so, he 
secured the future for his son and provided EEDA 

with a foundation for providing exemplary 

residential services for people with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities on the East End of 

Long Island.  

Over the years, Mr. Rockwell has donated art to 

beautify many of EEDA’s residences and Day 

Habilitation sites, and provides a constant stream 

of art supplies, puzzles and games to the 
programs. He has purchased vans, replaced the 

kitchen at the Russell Street IRA, and has made 

countless other contributions to enhance the 

residence. Mr. Rockwell continues to be a 

significant donor to many of our events and 
projects including: Surfers Healing and our new 

Overnight Respite House, which will be opening 

soon.   

Mr. Rockwell’s contributions, however, go above and 
beyond financial.  He has always been a familiar face at 

EEDA, and has spent many hours getting to know the 

individuals on a personal level, reading and teaching math 

skills to Day Habilitation participants. He annually provides 

support allowing many individuals to participate in our 
holiday trip to Manhattan and other special excursions. 

Mr. Rockwell, along with his wife Lyly, have demonstrated 

generosity and a partnership with EEDA. They are valued 

and appreciated.  





The Creative Arts Program began in 2012 with a mission to teach life skills to adults 

with intellectual and developmental disabilities through the performing arts.  CAP has 

been instrumental in developing and fostering some of EEDA’s most celebrated 
community partnerships.  In fact, CAP is 100% community-based: ALL CAP activities, 

rehearsals and performances take place at either The Gateway, The Vail-Leavitt Music 

Hall, Grace Episcopal Church, and/or The Peconic Ballet Theater. Most recently, they 

were seen in a production of The Wizard of Oz  at The Gateway Playhouse in Bellport. 

CREATIVE ARTS PROGRAM 
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Peconic Ballet Theatre (PBT) is the ballet company in residence at the Westhampton 

Beach Performing Arts Center. PBT proudly present three dance productions a year at 

this prestigious venue, which includes professional dancers performing alongside 
advanced students. PBT provides comprehensive dance education in professional 

studios located on Main Street in Riverhead.  PBT offers a wide variety of classes and 

programs that provide students with a deep understanding of the cultural impact of the 

art of dance. Class offerings include Ballet, Musical Theatre, Tap, Jazz, Modern, 
Contemporary, Hip Hop, Pointe, and Choreography. PBT welcomes all ages and all 

abilities in their classes. PBT also operates Peconic Ballet Foundation, a 501(c) 3 non-

profit organization with a mission to provide the East End community the opportunity to 

observe and/or participate in performing in Ballet and other forms of dance. Some of 

their programs include:   
 

Dance Express: Dance Express is a program for people of all abilities, including those 

with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Students have a safe place for creative 

expression both individually and in a group setting with opportunities to perform at the 
end of each semester. Dance Express is offered in consultation with EEDA. 

 

Project L.E.A.P.: Dance residencies at underserved schools that introduces Ballet and/or 

Hip Hop to students of all ages. The acronym stands for: Learn, Empower, Achieve and 

Perform. The mission is to use dance performance as a means of fostering self-
expression, self-esteem and experience reaching achievable goals.  

 

Art Barre:  A community project that presents a cross-section of The East End’s finest 

arts, includes dance, music, visual arts and, of course, wine! Guests enjoy a 
complimentary glass of local wine with an art exhibition by a notable local artist.  Next, 

guests enter PBT’s intimate performance space to see a collection of work presented by 

their  professional company.  

 

School Day Ballet: PBT presents a full-scale Ballet production to a Long Island school. 
With over ten Ballet productions in their repertoire, they are able to serve schools a 

variety of work appropriate for all ages.  
 

www.peconicballettheatre.com 
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Aviva Chansky Guttmann, LMSW 

Licensed Master Social Worker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aviva provides psychotherapy services to 

couples and individuals. Her office is 

centrally located in Smithtown and she 

offers occasional home visits to 

homebound patients and others with travel 

restrictions.  

(631) 885-4375 

helpconnectingus@gmail.com 



“Le Volunteers de Gala” 
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Serving Long Island since 1950. 

State Utilities is a dependable family owned business that delivers 

high performance oil heating and air-conditioning solutions to 

residential, commercial and industrial consumers on Long Island, 

NY - Nassau and Suffolk counties. We specialize in full-service 

fuel oil delivery, systems installations, repairs and maintenance. 

Our knowledgeable and certified HVAC technicians are in-house 

professionals trained in all types of heating and air-conditioning 

products and services, available 24/7 in emergency situations. 

State Utilities is a BBB Accredited Business with an A+ rating. We 

are focused on improving the environment by eliminating unnec-

essary fuel consumption through energy-saving heating and air-

conditioning options. 

Please call us today to see how State Utilities can improve your 

investment in energy, 631-226-2380. 

"Our fuel makes warm friends... our A/C makes cool 

comfort." 

Raymond M. Young 

President 

290 West Hoffman Ave. 

Lindenhurst, NY 11757 

Email: info@stateutilities.com 

Call: (631) 226-2380 
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Congratulations  

to EEDA's honorees 
 

Richard D. Rockwell 
Parent and Generous  Donor  

 

Christiana Bitonti 
Peconic Ballet Theatre - 

Community Partner 
& 

Jim Martinsen— 
Parent, Founder, and CFO  

 

Thank you all for your unique 

contributions to EEDA! 

 

Lisa & George Meyer Fertal 
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Congratulations 

To 

Richard D. Rockwell 



EEDA Board of Directors 
Lynn Burnett, President                                                          

Dr. Frederic Weinbaum, Vice President                       
Adrean Northridge, Secretary 

Michel Berty, Director 
Catherine Bifulco, Director 

Jim Brennan, Director 
The Reverend Mary Garde, Director 

Jillian Gibson, Director 
 

EEDA Administration 
Lisa Meyer Fertal, Chief Executive Officer 

Jim Martinsen, Chief Financial Officer 

Gus Lagoumis, Chief Administrative Officer 
Joy O'Shaughnessy, Chief Program Officer 

Dara Gary, Controller 
Fran Fitzgerald, Associate Director of Programs 

Joann Ainbinder Tim Cole 

Sally Easter Jeremy Grand 

Katherine Haas Patti Maiorana 

Jaime Mescia Damien Monaco 

Natasha Reese Sharyn Testagrose  

Barbra Wenig Tracy Zimmerman 

2017 Gala Volunteers 


