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On September 19th, EEDA held a grand 

opening celebration for their newest IRA in 

Jamesport. Five young women (Susan, Star, 

Kaitlyn, Colleen, and Caitlyn) now call 75 

Henry Lewis Lane home. Dozens of staff, 

family, neighbors, friends, and all who helped 

make this house possible attended. Food was 

served and the home was blessed by Father 

Roger Joslin of the Redeemer Church in 

Mattituck. Congratulations on your beautiful 

new home, ladies! 
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Shakespeare Winter Clove Annual Picnic 



Ronnie Myers started at 

EEDA in 2004 as a DSP 

working at our Eight Bells 

IRA. From the beginning, 

Ronnie was loved and 

appreciated by both those 

we support and his fellow 

staff members.  His 

engaging smile, positive 

personality, outlook on 

life, and his nurturing side 

made him an instant hit.  

Ronnie had found his 

calling. In the past, 

Ronnie has been voted 

Employee of the Quarter 

and was nominated to 

represent EEDA at the 

Long Island NYSACRA DSP Conference. Over the years, Ronnie has worked at various sites. 

Although Ronnie took a break from EEDA he came back. From Eight Bells Ronnie was asked to 

work at what was then, our newest acquisition, the Corwin Street IRA, which had been run by 

NYS.  From the beginning at Corwin, Ronnie was a steadying, positive, and patient influence over 

the gentlemen living there. By being himself, he won over the men living there and helped to 

make sure the transition was smooth and respectful. Ronnie is currently the Assistant Residential 

Manager at Corwin and has also overseen other sites outside the traditional services EEDA is 

involved with. In 2014 he participated in the DSP Credentialing Pilot Project through NADSP. In 

2017, Ronnie decided to take Foundations for College Success. This class is a non-credited class at 

Suffolk Community College paid by a grant through Suffolk, The Long Island Alliance of Agencies, 

and EEDA. There is minimal cost to the student. This course is designed to prepare someone to go 

back to college or attend college for the first time. After completing the class in the spring of 2017, 

Ronnie went on to earn 12 credits towards a Direct Service Professional Accreditation that Suffolk 

offers through a similar grant with Long Island Alliance of Agencies and a portion paid by EEDA. 

The coursework included Intro to Developmental Disabilities, Intro to Health Concepts, Intro to 

Psychology, and Community Residence Management. This past year, Ronnie completed the 12 

credits that can now go toward an associate degree and graduated the accreditation part of the 

program. Ronnie had the distinct honor of speaking at his foundationôs graduation, and this year 

he was chosen as one of the graduation speakers again. All who attended appreciated Ronnieôs 

humor, and his affection for the people he supports was evident. Ronnie joins alumni Pattie 

Maiorana, Kate Danega, Cynthia Miles (past employee) and Louisa Morais (past employee) in this 

achievement. Congratulations Ronnie!  

COLLEGE OF DIRECT SUPPORT GRADUATION 



EEDA LOVES RANDY! 

 Who will you 

nominate next??  

Randy Willis isnôt a DSP anymore, but we sure do love 

him! Randy has worked at EEDA since 2012. He started 

here as a DSP in our Adult Socialization Program, but is 

now our senior maintenance technician! Itôs thanks to 

Randy that the people we serve have safe, comfortable 

homes to call their own. Whether itôs unclogging a 

drain, painting a room, or shoveling snow during winter 

storms to keep us safe, Randy makes EEDA a better 

place every day. Heôs always quick to lend a hand when 

someone needs help and goes above and beyond in all 

aspects of his job. When you see Randy around, be sure 

to thank him for his hard work and dedication! We 

appreciate you, Randy! Thank you for everything you do 

for EEDA! 

EEDA PROMOTIONS 

Congratulations to all who have moved up with EEDA! 

Jacqueline Chavez 

Assistant Residential 

Manager  

Henry Lewis Lane 

Sahlise Cherry 

Assistant Residential 

Manager 

Marion Lane 

Tyra Shepard 

Senior DSP 

Southfield 

Veronica Sims 

Senior DSP 

Eight Bells 



SURFERS HEALING 

Surfers Healing, an event that gives 

children with autism an opportunity to 

surf, was held on September 13th, 

2019. The event was hugely successful, 

with 150 kids registered to surf (at no 

cost to the families), and hundreds of 

family, friends, and spectators 

crowding the beach under perfect 

weather. The Surfers Healing crew 

travels the country all year, bringing 

kids with autism out on surfboards in 

what has come to be one of EEDAôs 

favorite events. Thanks to all who 

volunteered on the beach this year to 

make this a great event! More photos 

are available at www.eed-a.org/events. 

http://www.eed-a.org/events

